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Dr. Jamila D. Smith 
ENG lOOlG-009 
Fall 2012 
Office: Coleman Hall 3775 
I () Q { G - OOCJ 
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11 :OOam 
Wednesdays 3:00-4:00pm & by appointment 
Email: idsmith9@eiu.edu 
Course Objectives and Learning Goals: 
In successfully completing English 10010, students will: 
1) Write expository and persuasive papers throughout the semester (a minimum of 5,000 
words) in which paragraphs, sentences, and words develop a central idea (writing, 
speaking, critical thinking). 
2) Write purposeful, adequately developed paragraphs and sentences that are direct, 
economical, free of ambiguity, and structurally appropriate for the ideas expressed and 
for the audience to whom it is directed (writing, speaking, critical thinking). 
3) Develop skills in critical reading and listening for understanding and evaluating 
culturally diverse course materials and for becoming more discerning readers (writing, 
critical thinking, citizenship). 
4) Develop research skills, including effective use of source materials and the principles 
of documentation (writing, critical thinking). 
5) Develop skills in revising their own writing by participating in peer review workshops 
and by revising one of their essays for possible inclusion into their electronic writing 
portfolio (writing, critical thinking). 
Required Texts: 
Peterson, et al, A Guide to the Norton Reader, 13th ed (NR) 
Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual 
*Handouts will be distributed throughout the semester. 
Special Needs: 
Students with documented disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services 
(581.6583) as soon as possible so we can work out appropriate accommodations. 
Cell Phones: 
Please put your cell phone on silent or vibrate during class time. 
Plagiarism: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-"The appropriation or imitation of the 
language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's 
original work" (Random House Dictionazy of the English Language)-has the right and 
the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and 
including immediate assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F 
for the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office. Respect for the 
work of others should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral 
sources. 
The Writing Center: 
I encourage you to use EIU' s Writing Center located at 3110 Coleman Hall. This free 
service provides one-to-one conferences with writing center consultants who can help 
you with brainstorming, organizing, developing support, and documenting your papers. 
The writing center is open to help any student from any major at any stage of his or her 
writing process, and its system of one-to-one conferences demonstrates value and respect 
for individual writers, all of whom can benefit from feedback about their works in 
progress. 
To schedule an appointment, you can drop by the center (3110 Coleman Hall) or you can 
call 581-5929. The writing center is open Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. On Friday hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Electronic Writing Portfolio (EWP): 
Effective writing is a goal of Eastern' s undergraduate program, and the EWP allows the 
University to assure that its students are effective writers. The EWP gathers authentic 
artifacts of students' writing to ascertain that Eastem's students are meeting that goal. 
Completing the EWP is a graduation requirement of all undergraduate students. You 
must submit your first two papers by the time you have earned 60 credit hours. The third 
and final submission must be submitted by the time you earn 105 hours. For more 
information, please see the EWP brochure: 
Course Guidelines and Expectations: 
1. As this is an interactive course, participation is required. You help create this 
atmosphere by making an effort to answer and ask questions during class 
discussion and group work, and by responding thoughtfully to other people's 
comments and responses. This is a collaborative learning experience, so 
constructive criticism and open discussion is encouraged. Attendance is obviously 
a prerequisite for participation, so if you have more than three (3) un-excused 
absences, you will lose 5 points per class session you miss. Bonus 10 points for 
perfect attendance. 
2. Absences will only be excused when the following conditions are met: a) 
Circumstances that can be documented on paper (illness, police accident report, 
university events, etc) b) I receive notification PRIOR to the class that you will be 
unable to attend. If there is an assignment due the day you will be absent, please 
email it to me Prior to the start of class. In the same manner, I expect each student 
to be on time to class. If you happen to be tardy, please do not disrupt the class. If 
you are over 30 minutes late to class with no prior notification, you will be 
marked absent. 
3. You are expected to have ALL assignments prepared to tum in on the due date. 
All assignments should be typed in a Word document, double-spaced, Times New 
Roman 12 pt. font. Please proofread and edit all papers. NO LATE 
ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED OR MAKE-UP WORK PROVIDED unless 
you are in compliance with the extreme circumstances section above. 
Caveat: 
In the event that class participation begins to fade, I reserve the right to distribute a pop 
quiz over the readings and/or class discussions. The quiz will be worth 10 points and will 
be taken from the final project. 
Major Assignments: 
1. Reflexive Journal- Reflexivity involves thinking about what has happened so far in 
order to plan for the next step. It is a means of systematizing your thoughts to improve 
practice. As such, your task is to journal about the process of writing. Focus should 
center on the following questions: 1. What am I learning about myself throughout the 
writing process? 2. What areas of my writing/reading need improvement and what effort 
am I putting forth? 3. How is (or isn't) peer evaluation helpful to my writing process? 4. 
What sections (words, paragraphs, phrases) from the readings need further clarification? 
You do not have to stick to these questions for each entry. They are merely meant to help 
guide your thinking. You will, however, need to write throughout the semester 
(during/after reading and writing, class discussions, writers' workshops, etc), sharing 
your journal at times with peers for their evaluation and feedback. Likewise, I will make 
comments in your journal throughout the span of the course. Minimum of 20 entries. 15 
pts DUE December 3rd 
2. Essay Writing- In this course, focus will center on expository (classification and 
compare/contrast essays) and persuasive writing. Each week, we will increase our 
understanding of essay writing through a series of writing prompts, references to popular 
culture, course readings, and discussions (both in small and large groups). I believe a 
major part of the writing process is rewriting and reading. Therefore, you will have ample 
opportunity to improve writing through draft writing, revisions, and peer critique. 
-Classification Essay 15 pts DUE September 24th 
-Compare and Contrast Essay-15 pts DUE October 22nd 
-Persuasive Essay-10 pts DUE November 5th 
3. Final Paper-Research Paper. The research paper is an expansion of your persuasive 
essay as well as an assessment of what you've learned about writing during the span of 
the course. You must include 3 scholarly sources (This does NOT include Wikipedia, 
Google, blogs, etc). Please utilize resources in the library to locate scholarly databases, 
such as Eric, JSTOR, Academic Search Premier, etc. Likewise, at the end of your 
document, you must include a Works Cited page of your sources using MLA format 
(please refer to the manual). 35 pts DUE December 7th 
Tentative Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 
Week 1: (M) Introduction to Course and One Another 
(W) Presentation from Writing Center/ Class activity. 
Homework: Read "Why I Write" handout 
(F) Discussion of handout 
Homework: 500-word Single Spaced Free Write on Why You Write (Or 
Don't Write) 
Week 2: Writers Workshop and Prewriting 
(M) Writers' Workshop of Free Write 
(W) Preparing the Classification Essay/Focus Statements 
(F) Class activity on Openings 
Homework: Write a 4-paragraph How-To-Essay (No conclusion) 500-750 
words 
Week 3: Classification Essay/Revising 
(M) Labor Day-NO CLASS 
(W) Writers' Workshop of Essays 
(F) Writers' Workshop, cont. 
Homework: Read handout on examples of classification essays 
Week 4: Organizing the Essay 
(M) Discussion of handout (chronology) 
(W) In-class free write/ Tone and audience 
(F) Writing conclusions of How-to-Essay 
Homework: Read Eighner' s "On Dumpster Diving" (NR) 
Week 5: Drafting. Organizing. and Revising 
(M) Discussion of essay (audience, mood) 
(W) In-class free write (chronology, themes) 
(F) Reworking the conclusion 
Homework: Revise Classification Essay WITH conclusion. 1,000 words 
Week 6: Attention to Details 
(M) Revised Classification Essay DUE/ Read passages of Woolf's "The Death 
of the Moth" (NR) in class 
(W) In-class activity 
Homework: Read Sanders' "Under the In:fluence"(NR) Bring in old 
magazines and newspaper 
(F) In-class activity 
Homework: Read Mairs' "On Being a Cripple" (NR) 
Week 7: Comparison/Contrast 
(M) Discussion of essay 
(W) Return to organization and audience 
(F) Fall Break-NO CLASS 
Homework: Read Douglass' "Learning to Read" (NR) 
Week 8: Comparison/Contrast Essay 
(M) Discussion of essay 
Homework/Midterm: Draft a 6 paragraph essay comparing and contrasting 
Mairs and Douglass' essays. 
(W) Writers' Workshop of Essays 
(F) Writers' Workshop of Essays 
Week 9: Revising the Comparison/Contrast Essay 
(M) Writers' Workshop, cont. 
(W) Revisit essays 
(F) Homework: Revise Comparison/Contrast Essay 1,000 words 
Week 10: Introduction to Persuasive Writing 
(M) Revised Comparison/Contrast Essay DUE/ Discussion of purpose and 
audience. 
Homework: Bring in magazine ads, URL links, etc of advertising that portrays 
the art of persuasion 
(W) Class activity on persuasion in the media 
(F) Class activity on drafting arguments. 
Homework: Read King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail" (NR) 
Week 11: Persuasive Writing, Cont. 
(M) Discussion of essay/Writing prompts 
(W) Writing prompts in small group work 
(F) Reading excerpts of argumentative essays (NR)/Choosing topics 
Homework: Draft a 5-paragraph essay on a self-selected topic 
Week 12: Tightening Up the Persuasive Essay 
(M) Writers' Workshop 
(W) Writers' Workshop 
Homework: Revise 5-paragraph essay. Clear Argument and supporting details. 
(F) Persuasive Essay DUE 
Week 13: MLA Week 
(MWF) Discussion and activities on MLA citations for research 
Week 14: Thanksgiving Break 
Week 15: Research and The Research Paper 
(M) Trip to library for researching sources/Meetings with professor 
(W) Possible return trip to library/Meetings with professor 
(F) Writers' Workshop 
Week 16: Revising the Research Paper 
(M) Reflexive Journal DUE 
(W) Final discussions of semester/Final meetings 
(F) Research Paper DUE- 2,000 words 
**Words to Pages Conversion 
500 words single spaced= 1 Full Page 
750 words double spaced= 1 Yi Full Pages 
1,000 words double spaced= 3 Full Pages 
2,000 words double spaced= About 6-8 Full Pages 
Evaluation: 
Participation/In-class assignments 
Classification Essay 
Comparison/Contrast Essay 
Persuasive Essay 
Reflexive Journal 
Research Paper 
Total 
Grading: 
90-lOO=A 89-80=B 79-70=C 
10 points 
15 points 
15 points 
10 points 
15 points 
35 points 
100 points 
70 or below= NO CREDIT (NC) 
